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Quote of the Month:

A Sent One – John Gay

The Sin Problem Mankind Can't Fix!!!
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God came to earth to pay our debt that we could never pay.

Jesus Alive in Lives

Christ for      

                Issue 246 - December, 2025Polk County Jail Ministry News

ALL PEOPLES from ALL NATIONS

Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. 1985 N.E. 51st  Place, Des Moines, IA. 50313 • www.PolkCountyJailMinistries.org • Jerry.VanCleave@polkcountyIowa.gov 
Phone: (515) 875-5711 • Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail or contribute via credit card using the “donate” button on our website. 

In His Service, 
       Chaplain Jerry
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                                                            Monthly:     Ytd:
Inmate Request:      887    10,716
One-on-One inmate counseling:     842    10,097
Religious reading materials given:          937    10,986
Bible Study groups:                    70          694
Inmates involved with studies:     600       5,569
View Worship Service:     165       2,112
Volunteer Hours:     234       2,146  
Number of Volunteers:       24      294
Bibles given:     475       5,076
Number of New Believers:       30     276 

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for the Holy Spirit's work of conviction in men and 

women's hardened hearts and open them for the things of God.

• Healing for volunteer Rich Thomson's wife Elaine as she deals 
with brain cancer.

• Prayer for the man whom God has called and burdened for this 
ministry as the Assistant Chaplain.

• Prayer for wisdom in dealing with the multifaceted aspects of 
the ministry.

• Prayer for Sheriff Schneider that we would continue to 
experience a great working relationship, favor with the ministry, 
and for his busy schedule.

• The ministry will increase in its influence and effectiveness in 
2026.

• God would keep changing the atmosphere of the women's 
housing units from spiritually dark places to units where there 
is great hunger and desire for the Lord.

• Pray for the Discipleship Outreach Center as classes occur, and 
excitement increases. Pray for a crowd to assemble and get 
momentum.

• Pray that the Holy Spirit stirs the hearts of staff and the 
incarcerated with the Gospel message through the ministry’s 
presence in the Jail.

• Inmates awake to watch Sunday services at 10:00 AM and also 
that detention officers would be convinced of their benefit to 
the inmate population.

• God will move the hearts of the inmate’s family members at 
home, and convict them of their spiritual needs as the inmate 
shares Jesus with them from Jail.

• Prayer for released inmates to have self discipline to attend 
and be active in a Bible believing local church, daily Bible 
reading, find a mentor, and get a job.

• More opportunities to share about the ministry this coming 
year in churches and other organizations.

• Pray we all stay thankful, humble and broken before the King 
of Kings!!

ANSWERS:
• We received all the stamps needed for our Christmas event! 

PTL!!! Thanks to each of you for the stamps, donations to 

purchase them, and your powerful prayers!

• All the divine appointments throughout the month! To God 
be the Glory!

• We are thankful for favor and good working relationships 
with the Sheriff’s office.

• Hearts are ready, and open to the Gospel.

• More inmates in the housing units are gathering to pray 
and to study God's word.

• Lives of the incarcerated and the employees of the Sheriff’s 
office were deeply touched by the Christmas event. Hearts 
were drawn to a point of hunger for God. What an open 
door to get into the housing units to interact with inmates 
face to face.

• God has blessed the ministry Board with unity, wisdom 
and strong leadership.

• I want to thank and praise God for each of you who 
partnered with us in 2025 to make it one of the greatest 
years ever! Each of you is truly an answer to our prayers!

MOST WANTED:
• Clothes closet needs men’s shoes, all winter coats. Please 

donate only listed items.

• The Cross and the Switchblade soft cover books by David 
Wilkerson.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
December 2025

THANK YOU for your financial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  

Please help 
support 

The
Polk County Jail 
Ministry

Be sure to follow us on Facebook at Polk County Jail Ministries!

   Thank you ! 
    ~ Chaplain Jerry


