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– Shannon King

Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. 1985 N.E. 51st  Place, Des Moines, IA. 50313 • www.PolkCountyJailMinistries.org • Jerry.VanCleave@polkcountyIowa.gov 
Phone: (515) 875-5711 • Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail or contribute via credit card using the “donate” button on our website. 

A Transformed Life!

MINISTRY NEWS
COUNTY JAIL
P O L K

Issue 250    Apr. 2026 

CHRIST’S
TRANSFORMING

POWER
CHANGES
LIVES
2 Cor. 3:18
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Jesus Christ Proved He's God!

�������������������I AM the resurrection and the life; he 
              who believes in me shall never die.



In His Service, 
        ~ Chaplain Jerry
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                                                             Monthly:     Ytd:

Inmate Request:   1,002    3,624

One-on-One inmate counseling:     905    3,520

Religious reading materials given:          961    3,494

Bible Study groups:                    57        232

Inmates involved with studies:     386     1,875

View Worship Service:     199       815

Volunteer Hours:     203       769  

Number of Volunteers:       27    106

Bibles given:     446     1,601

Number of New Believers:       25     94 

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Pray for inmates' sensitivity to the things of God; to read their 

Bibles, belong to a prayer group in their pod, and sign up for 
Bible study.

• Pray for former inmates to have a continual daily walk with 
Christ, connect with a Bible based local church, seek a spiritual 
mentor, find gainful employment, make godly choices, break 
off ungodly associations, and make contact at the DOC.

• Volunteer Rich Thomson's wife Elaine would stay in remission.

• Continued prayer for a Chaplain replacement called and 
burdened for the ministry.

• Prayer for a continued mutual working relationship and favor 
with the Sheriff’s office as we are their privileged guests in the 
Jail.

• Greater awareness of Sunday services at 10:00 and a larger 
number of inmates would awaken to watch. Pray pod officers 
are willing to play it each Sunday.

• Pray for a hunger of God’s Word and Christian leaders would 
step up to lead prayer groups and Bible studies in their pods.

• God will mightily use every precious volunteer as they sow the 
Word of God.

• The Lord will use the inmates who respond to the gospel and 
are saved to have a great impact on their families, and they 
will grow spiritually.

• Prayer for S1 and S3 women's units that they would have an 
insatiable appetite for God’s Word.

• God will keep our public servants, the Detention Officers in the 
Jail, and Deputies out on patrol safe from harm’s way. God will 
protect the emotional well being of the Sheriff’s office staff 
with all the work related stress with so much over time.

• Brokenness will continue to be evident in those coming to the 
Polk County Jail, and they will see their ultimate need for a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

• Speaking opportunities about the ministry would be available 
in local churches.

• Wisdom from God for daily decisions with ministry needs that 
arise.

ANSWERS:
• Thanksgiving and praise to our Great 

God for the indescribable gift of His Son!

• Lots of clothes, shoes and books have been donated. 
Thanks to all who have participated.

• Divine appointments as I go throughout my day.

• Breaking down strongholds in the inmate’s lives.

• We see how faithfully sowing God’s Word through the 
distribution of Bibles has impacted the Jail population. 
Inmate leaders are carrying out the Great Commission as 
they step up and minister to fellow inmates!! To Him be all 
glory, honor, and praise!! AMEN!!!

MOST WANTED:
• Paperback books from Jim Cymbala, Gary Smalley, Mike 

Lindell, Tony Evans, Gary Chapman, Steve Farrar, Joni 
Eareckson Tada, Kim Meeder - Hope Rising

• Big need for paperback Christian Hispanic reading 
materials.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
April 2026

THANK YOU for your financial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  

Please help 
support 

The
Polk County Jail 
Ministry

Be sure to follow us on Facebook at Polk County Jail Ministries!
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