
             In His Service, 
        ~ Chaplain Jerry
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– James Smith

Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. 1985 N.E. 51st  Place, Des Moines, IA. 50313 • www.PolkCountyJailMinistries.org • Jerry.VanCleave@polkcountyIowa.gov 
Phone: (515) 875-5711 • Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail or contribute via credit card using the “donate” button on our website. 

A Transformed Life!
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CHRIST’S
TRANSFORMING

POWER
CHANGES
LIVES
2 Cor. 3:18
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A Desperate Woman's Cry

�������������������Use your past as a reference,
              not a residence. –An inmate's grandmother

Volunteer of the Month:�John Christopher
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                                                             Monthly:     Ytd:

Inmate Request:      906    4,530
One-on-One inmate counseling:     800    4,320
Religious reading materials given:          770    4,264
Bible Study groups:                    57        289
Inmates involved with studies:     424     2,299
View Worship Service:     232     1,047
Volunteer Hours:     225       994  
Number of Volunteers:       28    134
Bibles given:     376     1,977
Number of New Believers:       10   104 

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for the volunteers as there can be much opposition from the 

enemy making ministry and life difficult.
• Prayer that the attendance would grow for each weekly Bible study.
• Prayer for volunteer Rich Thomson dealing with having knee 

replacement.
• The Jail environment can be an easy place to get discouraged. Pray 

for renewed fervor for each volunteer, so they will know and sense 
their efforts are not in vain.

• The inmates would not be easily distracted from the lessons that God 
is trying to teach them while He has their attention. Pray against the 
enemy snatching the Word from their hearts.

• Prayer for favor and continued mutual working relationships with 
the Sheriff’s office as we are privileged guests especially with many 
administration changes.

• God uses our ministry presence with the Jail population and the 
Sheriff’s office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. May we be faithful 
to sow seed through our words and actions.

• Bible studies are limited to 12 and are no longer in the housing 
units. Pray administration would let us have studies back in all 16 
units, and that participants would be hungry spiritually.

• Safety for our public servants, the Detention Officers in the Jail, 
Dispatchers, and those Deputies out on patrol with the stress and 
pressure they experience.

• God will use me by the power of the Holy Spirit in speaking 
opportunities this summer as I share about the ministry, and 
effectively teach God’s Word to some congregations.

• Spiritual protection for the volunteers in their personal lives and 
families. For all to have a deeper walk and humility in the Lord.

• Sunday services at 10:00 AM would be greatly attended as a larger 
number of inmates wake up to watch. Detention officers would 
realize its benefit to their pods.

• God will prompt local churches to participate by opening their doors 
to the formerly incarcerated, and to support this local mission’s effort 
prayerfully and financially as we experience growth.

• Those inmates who have gone off to prisons, back to the streets or 
deported will stay faithful to Jesus Christ, His Word, His church, and 
actively share their faith.

• Pray for brokenness and open hearts to hear, and receive the 
Word as it is shared through book distribution, one on ones, 
Bible studies, and Sunday services.

• We need daily prayer for spiritual oppositions that come against 
the ministry trying to disrupt and destroy it.

• The seed of God’s Word daily sown will bear much fruit.

ANSWERS:
• Souls are being touched with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 

many are giving their lives to Him.
• We are watching the Lord answer our prayers regarding ministry 

direction. PTL!!
• Many have given faith based books and clothing for the closet.
• Praise God for all the former inmates saved and living for Him!
• An assortment of outside encounters with former inmates that 

are truly divine appointments.

• The obvious hand of God on this ministry in every way.

MOST WANTED:
• Always a need for men's tennis shoes large sizes.
• All Left Behind books in particular books #1 and 6-12.
• You can help by purchasing one case of 20 Bibles for $79.80.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
May 2026

THANK YOU for your financial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  

Please help 
support 

The
Polk County Jail 
Ministry

Be sure to follow us on Facebook at Polk County Jail Ministries!
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